
2026 KWCUSA Judging Criteria 
All contestants in the Karaoke World Championships are to be judged according to the 
following criteria, free from any personal bias whatsoever.  

1. SCORING  
For each category, each performer shall be scored from 1 to 10 points, with 1 

being the lowest, and 10 being the highest.  
 

10 - Exceptional, outstanding 9 - Excellent, almost perfect  
8 - Very good, but a few imperfections 7 - Very good, but several imperfections 

6 - Good, but imperfections throughout 5 - Average  
4 - Mediocre 3 - Unsatisfactory  
2 - Deficient 1 - Disappointing 

 

*NOTE: While it is not impossible to receive a score of 10 for a singer, it is not probable. 
 10 means perfection, flawless, meeting every criteria consistently without flaw  

2. JUDGING CRITERIA-                                                                                 
Judges shall award each performer between 1 and 10 points for each of the 

following categories, based upon the following specific criteria:                                          
[SOLOS 5 Criteria/50 points] 

 

SOLO DIVISION CRITERIA: 

VOCAL ABILITY: 
★​ Quality Voice - natural pitch, richness of tone, depth, resonance; a strong yet 

dulcet vocal sound that is enjoyable to listen to 
★​ Vocal Skill - use of proper vocal technique (singing with an open palate, 

pitch control, not shouting, not resonating in the nose, breath control etc.) 
use and control of vibrato 

★​ Range - pitch control singing in tune, ability to hit low notes and high 
notes, and to glide smoothly through different ranges without strain  

★​ Dynamics - use of quieter and louder volumes as appropriate; variance 
of volume throughout performance, microphone skills 

★​ Diction - correct pronunciation of words and clarity 

RHYTHM &  TEMPO:  
★​ Timing - ability to sing with rhythmic accuracy, taking liberties in a tasteful 

manner. 
★​ Beat Control: Maintains steady pace through verses, choruses, and transitions 

timing without rushing or dragging. 



★​ Rhythmic Accuracy: Delivers lyrics and notes in correct rhythmic placement. 
★​ Musical Groove: Feels natural and locked into the song’s groove or style. 
★​ Recovery Skills: Quickly corrects timing mistakes without disrupting the 

performance. 

 

 

ARTISTRY: 

★​ Expressiveness – Conveys emotion and passion appropriate to the song through 
voice, body language, and facial expression. 

★​ Musicality – Demonstrates genuine connection to the music; shapes phrases 
artistically and adds tasteful nuances or creative liberties. 

★​ Lyrical Interpretation – Delivers lyrics with meaning and intention, emphasizing 
key words or moments to enhance storytelling. 

★​ Individuality – Makes the song their own (or delivers an intentional 
impersonation) through unique style, character, or creative choices. 

★​ Performance Skills – Effective microphone technique, stage awareness, and 
overall polish that elevate the presentation. 

STAGE PRESENCE:  
★​ Charisma & Confidence – Personality shines through the performance; radiates 

command of the stage with self-assured delivery. 
★​ Movement & Physicality – Effective use of space, walking, dancing, arm 

movement, posture, and poise; energy feels intentional and appropriate to the 
song. 

★​ Costume & Appearance – Polished, camera-ready presentation; attire 
complements the song and enhances visual impact. 

★​ Audience Connection – Builds rapport through eye contact, body language, 
and emotional accessibility. 

★​Stage Awareness – Uses the performance area effectively, understands camera 

angles and mic placement, and maintains strong visual focus. 

OVERALL ENTERTAINMENT: 

★​ Engagement – Holds attention from start to finish. 
★​ Excitement Factor – Creates energy and momentum that elevate the room. 
★​ Memorability – Leaves a lasting impression beyond technical skill. 
★​ Emotional Impact – Makes the audience feel something (joy, sadness, hype, 



connection). 
★​ Total Performance Package – How all elements come together into a 

compelling, crowd-pleasing experience, X Factor, Professional or Championship 
Quality. 

DUETS DIVISION ADDITIONAL CRITERIA: Harmony & Syncopation  
(5/5 points each) 

 
HARMONY & SYNCOPATION: 
★​ Harmony- simultaneously occurring frequencies, pitches (tones, notes), or chords.​ 
★​ Rhythm- the placement of sounds in time. Utilizing the not wholly separate 

elements, such as accent, metre, and tempo. 
★​ Connection- Using your individual melody to interact with your partner creating a 

feeling of connection to each other and to the song. ​ 
★​ Blending-  Merging the sounds of instruments of contrasting tone colors in such a 

way that they produce a sound that is quite different from the mere sum of their 
parts. 

★​ Syncopation-  Timing of the phrasing between duet partners to provide accents 
between beats.  

 
3. RANKING-BASED MODIFIED MEAN DROP SCORE (OLYMPIC SCORING*) 
In each round, the lowest-ranked score and the highest-ranked score for each singer 
shall be discarded. This avoids any possible bias in judging.  
(*must have 5 judges or more present to use Olympic Scoring.  


